Order Of Service

Singing:  Psalm 32—CW page 78
Reading: Psalm 138  

Opening Hymn: TLH 421
Reading: Romans 15:14-21  

Request Hymn:  CW Supplement 749
Reading: Matthew 23:37-39
Sermon Hymn:  TLH 409
Sermon Text:  Luke 6:27-36
                        Love For Enemies
Prayer

The Apostles’ Creed, TLH page 12

Holy Communion

The Lord's Prayer

The Blessing

Closing Hymn: TLH 412
* * * * * * * * * * *
Bible Study: Lambs: Maple Tree
                     Sheep: Proverbs 29:16-20
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Sermon Text:   Luke 6:27-36
                                                     Love For Enemies 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
27   But I say unto you which hear, Love your enemies, do good to them which hate you,

28   Bless them that curse you, and pray for them which despitefully use you.

29   And unto him that smiteth thee on the one cheek offer also the other; and him that taketh away thy cloke forbid not to take thy coat also.

30   Give to every man that asketh of thee; and of him that taketh away thy goods ask them not again.

31   And as ye would that men should do to you, do ye also to them likewise.
32   For if ye love them which love you, what thank have ye? for sinners also love those that love them.

33   And if ye do good to them which do good to you, what thank have ye? for sinners also do even the same.

34   And if ye lend to them of whom ye hope to receive, what thank have ye? for sinners also lend to sinners, to receive as much again.

35   But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing again; and your reward shall be great, and ye shall be the children of the Highest: for he is kind unto the unthankful and to the evil.

36   Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is merciful.

The quality of mercy is not strained.

It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven

Upon the place beneath. It is twice blest:

It blesseth him that gives and him that takes.

'Tis mightiest in the mightiest; it becomes

The thronèd monarch better than his crown.

His scepter shows the force of temporal power,

The attribute to awe and majesty

Wherein doth sit the dread and fear of kings;

But mercy is above this sceptered sway.

It is enthronèd in the hearts of kings;

It is an attribute to God Himself;

And earthly power doth then show likest God's

When mercy seasons justice. Therefore, Jew,

Though justice be thy plea, consider this:

That in the course of justice none of us

Should see salvation. We do pray for mercy,

And that same prayer doth teach us all to render

The deeds of mercy. I have spoke thus much

To mitigate the justice of thy plea,

Which, if thou follow, this strict court of Venice

Must needs give sentence 'gainst the merchant there.
Shakespeare, Merchant of Venice, Act 4, Scene 1
